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On Nov. 13, the Catholic 
bishops of New York State 
issued a joint statement 
on immigration signed 
by Timothy Michael Car­
dinal Dolan, Archbishop 
of New York. Most Rever­
end Edward B. Scharfen­
berger, Apostolic Admin­
istrator of Albany, Most 
Reverend Robert J. Bren­
nan, Bishop of Brooklyn, 
Most Reverend Michael 
W. Fisher, Bishop of Buf­
falo, Most Reverend Ter­
ry R. Lavalley, Bishop of 
Ogdensburg, Most Rever­
end Salvatore R. Matano, 
Bishop of Rochester, Most 
Reverend John 0. Barres, 
Bishop of Rockville Cen­
tre, and Most Reverend 
Douglas J. Lucia, Bishop 
of Syracuse 
FULL STORY, PAGE 5 

Grand Knight Tom Wojcikowski of Knights of Columbus Council 291 in Carthage presents Father Todd 
Thibault with a check for the St. James Food Pantry with food pantry treasurer Becky Heagle. Funds were 
raised by ticket sales and donations from the council's annual Charitable and Benevolent program. 

Musician Khristina Heffer­
nan has grown in her faith 
because God gifted her with 
musical talent and outstand­
ing mentors. 
FULL STORY, PAGE 4 

Pope: Fraternity is one of 'great challenges' 
By Victoria Cardiel 
Catholic News Agency 

Pope Leo XIV reflected 
Wednesday on the world's need 
for fraternity - a gift from 
Christ that frees us from self­
ishness and division. 

Fraternity "is without doubt 
one of the great challenges for 
contemporary humanity, as 
Pope Francis saw clearly," the 
pope said during his general au­
dience in St. Peter's Square on 
Nov. 12. 

"The fraternity given by 
Christ, who died and rose again, 
frees us from the negative logic 
of selfishness, division, and ar­
rogance," he added. 

Continuing his meditations on 

Christ's death and resurrection, 
Leo said "to believe in the death 
and resurrection of Christ and 
to live paschal spirituality im­
bues life with hope and encour­
ages us to invest in goodness." 

He observed that fraternity 
"cannot be taken for granted, 
it is not immediate. Many con­
flicts, many wars all over the 
world, social tensions and feel­
ings of hatred would seem to 
prove the opposite." 

Fraternity "is not a beautiful 
but impossible dream; it is not 
the desire of a deluded few," 
he emphasized, inviting the 
faithful "to go to the source, 
and above all to draw light and 
strength from him who alone 
frees us from the poison of en-

mity." 
The pope reflected that "fra­

ternity stems from something 
deeply human. We are capable 
of relationship and, if we want, 
we are able to build authentic 
bonds between us. Without rela­
tionships, which support and en­
rich us from the very beginning 
of our life, we would not be able 
to survive, grow, or learn. They 
are manifold, varied in form and 
depth. But it is certain that our 
humanity is best fulfilled when 
we exist and live together, when 
we succeed in experiencing au­
thentic, not formal, bonds with 
the people around us." 

He warned that "if we turn in 
on ourselves, we risk falling ill 
with loneliness, and even a nar-

cissism that is concerned with 
others only out of self-interest. 
The other is then reduced to 
someone from whom we can 
take, without ever being tru­
ly willing to give, to offer our­
selves." 

Recalling that "disagreement, 
division, and sometimes hatred 
can devastate even relationships 
between relatives, not only be­
tween strangers," the pope cited 
St. Francis of Assisi's greeting of 
"omnes fratres," ("all brothers") 
- "the inclusive way in which 
the saint placed all human be­
ings on the same level, precisely 
because he recognized them in 
their common destiny of digni­
ty, dialogue, welcome, and sal­
vation." 
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What's the resolution? 
I don't make New Year's 

resolutions. 
I'm generally not the 

kind of person who can 
set some arbitrary 
date for change 
and actually make 
the change. I need 
to feel inspired -
called, even - to a 
change if it's going 
to have even the ~ 
slightest chance 
at being long-term 
or permanent. Darcy L. 

I also strongly Fargo 

year feels like a new start 
- a fresh beginning. That 
seems like a great time to 
begin a new challenge or 

try to work on a 
"new you." 

So why am I 
thinking about 
New Year's reso­
lutions when it's 
not even Thanks­
giving? 

dislike winter, and ====== 

The new liturgi­
cal year starts on 
the first Sunday of 
Advent. This year, 
that falls on Nov. 
30. It's less than I generally have 

zero desire to make it any 
harder than it already is. 

I understand the im­
pulse, though. A new 

two weeks away. 
As I was considering 

that fact and marveling 
at how fast this year went 

by, it struck me: while 
lots of people celebrate 
a new year by choosing 
to impose some drastic 
change - a new exercise 
routine, a new diet, a new 
habit of going to bed ear­
ly or taking an hour of si­
lence each day - on them­
selves, our Church starts 
its new year with a sea­
son focused on waiting. 

While I'm fairly sure 
there are patient people 
in this world, I'm also 
sure I'm not one of them. 
Frankly, I don't know any­
one who enjoys standing 
in a long line at the gro­
cery store or sitting for 
a long time in a medical 
office waiting room. 

But waiting is part of 
life, and it's most cer­
tainly part of faith. God 
works according to His 
plan and on His timing. 
He does not work accord­
ing to my plan or time­
line (oh, how I wish He 
would). 

While the world cele­
brates a new year with 
people trying to work 
on what they think they 
need, God and His Church 
start their new year hav­
ing us work on what they 
know we need - to wait 
for our savior and to let 
Him do the work of sav­
ing us. 

That's the best resolu­
tion of them all. 

'Intensely grateful to God' 
I thought I would again 

mention a few things 
about being a grateful 
person this week. The 
month of November is 
all about gratitude. Just 
today I received an in­
vitation to join a family 
- friends of mine - for 
Thanksgiving Dinner. So 
today I again thanked 
God for all my friends. 
I have many and I con­
stantly know how bless­
ed I am. As a pastor over 
the years, I remember the 
many wonderful parish­
ioners and the many won­
derful families I prayed 
with and were part of 
their lives, and they were 
all my friends. I contin­
ue to be truly grateful to 
God for them all. 

The importance of grat­
itude is the subject of the 
Gospel reading at one of 
the morning Masses this 
week. This reading is the 
story of Jesus' healing of 
10 lepers. This Gospel 
reading is often used at 
the Mass on Thanksgiving 
Day. In this story, Jesus 
is traveling to Jerusalem. 

We know now that this 
will be the last time Jesus 
travels to Jerusalem. The 
Gospel tells us that on 
the way to Jerusalem Je­
sus enters a village. There 
10 lepers approach him, 
crying out "Jesus, Master! 
Have pity on us." 

As the story goes on -
we are told that Jesus im­
mediately sends the 10 to 
the priests. It was the re­
sponsibility of the priests 
to decide whether lep­
ers could return to their 
community after they 
were healed. As the 10 
lepers go, they then real­
ize that they were healed. 
One of them stops and 
immediately returns to 
Jesus. This man express­
es his gratitude and gives 
praise to God. Jesus is 
deeply impressed and 
says, "Ten were cleansed, 

were they not? Where are 
the other nine? Has none 
but this foreigner re­
turned to give thanks to 
God?" Jesus knows that 
this man is a Samaritan. 
Jesus is impressed by his 
gratitude - even though 
he is Samaritan. This sto­
ry should challenge us; 
you and I must learn to be 
grateful constantly for all 
that God has done for us 
as followers of the Lord. 

Each time I read this 
Gospel story, I take time 
to pray that I have re­
membered to turn often 
in gratitude to God each 
time something special 
has happened for me -
each gifts from the Lord. 
Someone taught me ages 
ago that in faith I should 
be aware that each day 
for everyone of us they 
are all miracles. God 
transforms us all in so 
many ways - little ways, 
yet important ways, ways 
that give meaning to our 
lives - yes, truly miracles. 
So, today, I again want to 
take this very opportunity 
to again offer my prayers 

of gratitude to our God 
for these many miracles -
God has touched me. 

One more thing today, 
yet probably the most 
important blessing of 
the Lord for which I am 
grateful: Our faith teach­
es us that God is con­
stantly ready to forgive 
us our sins. How often I 
read in the Gospels that 
Jesus was constantly 
spending time with sin­
ners; the Pharisees were 
always upset that Jesus 
associated with sinners, 
that Jesus ate with sin­
ners. Personally, I know 
that I am a sinner, and I 
long to realize that Jesus 
is constantly reaching 
out to me in forgiveness, 
especially through the 
Church. I pray often that I 
will never forget that God 
forgives, that God comes 
to me in love and peace 
to show me the way, that 
I must take time in prayer 
and repentance and that I 
may change my life again 
and again. I am intensely 
grateful to God, who has 
never given up on me. 
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Strong response to 'Called by Name' 
By Darcy Fargo 
Editor 

The response to the di­
ocesan "Called by Name" 
initiative has exceeded 
expectations, and it's 
not done yet! 

"We were hoping to get 
75 to 100 names," said 
Deacon Garry Stevens, 
diocesan Vocations co­
ordinator. "We garnered 
150 names from across 
the diocese, and some 
parishes have not yet re­
ported back. They're still 
filtering in. It exceeded 
what we hoped for." 

The initiative, like 
those conducted in oth­
er New York dioceses, 
asked parishioners to 
submit the names of 
individuals they think 
have characteristics 
that would make them 
a good priest, deacon or 
consecrated religious. 

"Some people received 
multiple nominations -
one guy might be nomi­
nated four or five times, 
for example," said Dea­
con Stevens. "But we had 
150 individuals named." 

Individuals who were 
nominated each received 
a letter from his or her 
pastor congratulating 
them on being nominat­
ed and a letter from di­
ocesan Vocations Direc­
tor Father Christopher 
C. Carrara inviting them 
to one of three discern­
ment events. 

The first event was 
held Nov. 16 in Lowville. 
The second will be Nov. 
23 in Morrisonville, and 
the third will be Nov. 30 
in Norfolk. 

"Bishop (Terry R.) La­
Valley also sent letters 
to the seniors who at­
tended Camp Guggen­
heim last year and the 
youth who attended the 
Leadership Weekend in­
viting them to the dis­
cernment events," said 
Deacon Stevens. The 

first two events - the 
one in Lowville and the 
one in Morrisonville 
- will be for men who 
were nominated as indi­
viduals who would make 
good priests and good 
deacons. The third event 
will also include women 
nominated for conse­
crated religious life." 

Deacon Stevens said 
most of the nominations 
received nominated 
men. 

"They were pretty well 
divided between the 
priesthood and the di­
aconate," he said. "There 
was a smaller percentage 
for consecrated life," he 
said. 

High school aged indi­
viduals invited to attend 
the discernment event 
can attend with parents, 
while those nominated 
as potential deacons can 
attend with their wives. 

All the discernment 
events will include ado­
ration, discussion about 
discernment, remarks 
from Bishop Lavalley 
and breakout sessions 
specific to the individual 
vocations. 

"We have a good roster 
of clergy attending each 
event," Deacon Stevens 
said. "We have parents 
of seminarians attend­
ing and wives of dea­
cons, and they'll share 
their stories, as well." 

Deacon Stevens said 
he anticipates future 
discernment events will 
be planned if it's de­
termined there's need 
based on additional 
nominations or the dis­
cussions at the currently 
planned events. 

He also noted that 
there will be an addition­
al discernment oppor­
tunity for men of high 
school and college ages 
from around the state at 
the New York State Dis­
cernment Retreat from 
Jan. 8 to Jan. 10 at the 

Good News Center in 
Utica. 

A weekend of reflec­
tion for those discern­
ing is also planned for 
March 6-7 at Wadhams 
Hall for high-school­
aged men. 

CALLED BY NAME 
Po not {,el,t, {-Or [ Vt/Ive te4,eeft1.e4 f#Ot,f; 

[ Vt/Ive tlflle4 f#Ot1 bltl n.n;i,1e,: f#Ot1 nte f!1in.e. 
- [~ift/,t. t/34 "We're working on that 

event with (Diocesan Di­
rector of Youth Ministry) 
Patrick Looby," said Dea­
con Stevens. "He's help­
ing us put together the 
program." 

NOMINATE SOMEONE WHO MAY BE 
CALLED TO SERVE GOD 

Deacon Stevens noted 
that all the programs 
have been conducted 
with support from other 
diocesan offices. 

AS A PRIEST, DEACON 
OR CONSECRATED RELIGIOUS 

"(Information Tech-
nology) has been super 
in helping with the lo­
gistics and registrations 
and spreadsheets," he 
said. "And we had good 
participation from our 
parishes. A lot of good 
questions were asked 
about what we were try­
ing to achieve and how 
to best participate, and 
the parishes have been 
very good in their fol­
low-up." 

11 •DMlllllll lMDS Mil BE IIHIIIE II DUI 
. • . CHURCH OCTOBER 11 & 12 AND OCTOBER 1B & 19 

. : AND CAN BE FOUND ONLINE USING THE QR CODE 
. NOMINATED INDIVIDUALS WILL BE INVITED 

(!l . TOA SPECIAL DISCERNMENTEVENT IN NOVEMBER 

t An initiative of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Ogdensburg 

What is a Foster Grandparent? 
Foster Grandparents are role models, mentors, and friends to 
children with exceptional needs. The program provides a way for 
volunteers age 55 and over to stay active by serving children and 
youth in their communities. They are placed in a classroom 
setting with a child or children who are in need of emotional 
support, development of basic learning skills, friendship, 
companionship, encouragement, individual attention, and 
unhurried help. The program currently has 40 volunteers and 
serves more than 100 kids per year. 
The Foster Grandparent Program is hosted by the Catholic Charities of the Diocese 
of Ogdensburg and supported by AmeriCorps Seniors, a federally funded agency 

responsible for building volunteer based programs for over 50 years and counting. 

~ 
//~ 

Am I Qualified to be a Foster Grandparent? 
All you need to join is the abil ity to give the kind of comfort and love that sets a child 
on the path toward a successfu l future. If you're 55 or older and want to share your 

experience and compassion, you have what it takes to be a Foster Grandparent. 

You'll also receive a small bi-weekly, non -taxable stipend that cannot be held against any 

1 
current benefits you may already have as well as paid mileage for your travel. Additionally, you 

L ~ 
C1rholic receive paid holidays, vacations, sick and personal leave. 
Chariries 

Oio<o,. olOfden~ 

to be my age, you wake up 
and say what good am I :;!:o'• 
and along came the Foster ~~p,11ren, 

Grandparent Program that 
keeps me going! " 

Want more info about 
how to get started? 

Contact Melissa Howard, 

Volunteer Coordinator 

PHONE: 

(518)359-7688 

EMAIL: 

mhoward@cathcharities.org 

80 Park Street, Suite 2 

PO Box 701 

Tupper Lake, NY 12986 
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By Mary Beth Bracy, 
consecrated virgin 
Contributing Writer 

Khristina Heffernan 
has blessed the North 
Country with her musi­
cal talents for years. 

"When I was a kid, I 
grew up at the (Platts­
burgh) airbase," Heffer­
nan reflected. "People 
knew I played the piano, 
and I started playing the 
flute." 

PHOTO BY PEGGY DECELLE 

Heffernan was quickly 
enlisted to perform and 
continues to play at var­
ious churches. She often 
cantors at Masses and 
has even taught herself 
how to play the organ. 

"When I play, I feel 
God's presence," she 
said. "When I heard a 
choir once, it was an 
electrifying experience. I 
feel like God is over my 
shoulder. I have some­
times heard the whole 
church erupt!" 

Musician Khristina Heffernan, who plays and cantors at Masses in the 
Plattsburgh area, practices flute. 

Heffernan said George 
Shnob, who was the 
choir director and or­
ganist at St. Peter's in 
Plattsburgh for years, 
inspired her to play mu­
sic, and she grew in her 
abilities from working 
with him. Heffernan and 
Shnob used to play du­
ets on the piano and or­
gan. He would play the 
organ and she the piano 
alternately; he would 
know which key she 
would switch to. 

Lita Kelly Paczak has 
also been influential in 
Heffernan's life and was 
her confirmation spon-

sor. When Heffernan was 
confirmed at the airbase 
chapel, she played "Ave 
Maria" on the piano and 
Paczak sang. 

"That's when faith be­
came more alive and 
personal for me," shared 
Heffernan. 

"When I began to teach 
music in 1989 at St. 
John's Academy, Khris­
tina Heffernan was one 
of my eighth-grade stu­
dents," said Paczak. "St. 
John's Academy only 
had Pre-K to the eighth 
grade. When I taught 
them songs to enjoy, 
hymns for our Masses 
and what they needed to 
learn for Christmas and 
spring concerts, Khristi­
na came to be with me 
at the end of many days. 
She and I talked about 
good ways to sing songs 
and perform fine. She 

did what I taught her, 
and could let me know 
that she was learning 
how to play a piano." 

The teacher said her 
student eventually start­
ed assisting with perfor­
mances. 

"Getting very talented, 
it was my pleasure to 
see and hear her play­
ing excellently," contin­
ued Paczak. "I played 
my guitar and was able 
to have piano perform­
ers play along with me 
at our concerts. Even­
tually, Khristina went 
to high school, and I let 
her know that I couldn't 
have a former pianist 
help me at our St. John's 
Academy's Christmas 
concert, and she and I 
both chose for her to 
do it. What she did was 
so very good, and I still 
enjoy remembering that 

11

11 B we needed her." ~ ~ 
she helped us every time 

Paczak became a close 
friend and mentor to 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ Heffernan. Along her 

IB'Olffl @) BUICK ' PONTIAC "~~':;, @•i=M;\i ■ 
"Family owned dealership serving the 

North Country for over 56 years!" 
For more information, visit our Website 

at: www.barstowmotors.com 

MARKET ST., POTSDAM, NY • (315) 265-8800 

faith journey, Heffer­
nan suffered from a 
serious health ailment, 
and a priest gave her the 
anointing of the sick. 

"God saved my life," 
Heffernan recalled. 

While it was music 

that brought Heffernan 
and Paczak together, 
their friendship extend­
ed outside of it. 

"Lita stuck by me 
through a lot of bad 
times and good," Heffer­
nan said. "One bad time 
is she went with me and 
my mother to Boston 
Children's hospital on 
October 19, 2020. I was 
born with a heart defect 
and was due for sur­
gery. It meant a lot that 
she went. The support 
meant a lot to me and 
my family. Not only has 
she surprised and sup­
ported me through my 
health, she supported 
me throughout my own 
music career by coming 
to concerts mostly . . . 
. She has helped me so 
much." 

"Being in touch with 
each other even since 
then, I still have en­
joyed finding many ex­
cellent copies of music 
that she collected for 
me and gave them to me 
to understand what she 
was performing," added 
Paczak. "Khristina also, 
very kindly, has given 
me videos of Masses 
that she was doing as 
she worked many years 
at Churches. I went to 
precious Masses that 
she was doing, being 
able to love the hymns 
that taught us all what 
served Our Lord Jesus 
Christ's Words. Her 
sharing what our Lov­
ing God has taught her 
helps all of us, too." 

Heffernan likes to help 
out in churches wherev­
er she can play, and has 
played in several around 
the North Country be­
fore. 

"I am grateful to be 
home," said Heffernan, 
who is currently helping 
with the music minis­
try at St. Peter's, mostly 
playing the flute. When 
needed, she also fills in 
playing piano at the 5:15 
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p.m. Mass at St. John's. 
Recently, Heffernan 

played the organ during 
the Holy Hour of Eu­
charistic Adoration 
with Solemn Exposition 
at the Eastern Region 
Commissioned Lay Min­
istry Year of Hope Pil­
grimage at St. Peter's in 
Plattsburgh. Also, she 
played the flute at the 
Marriage Jubilee Mass at 
St. Mary's Cathedral in 
Ogdensburg. And, she 
performed at the "The 
Look, Feel & Sound of 
Hope" art and music cel­
ebration at St. Bernard's 
in Saranac Lake, both 
singing and playing the 
flute. 

Heffernan has previ­
ously recorded music, 
and "Holy is His Name" 
is Heffernan's favor­
ite hymn. Presently, 
she performs in a sym­
phonic band at SUNY 
Plattsburgh and sings in 
Champlain Valley Voic­
es. 

Additionally, Heffer­
nan comes from a close­
knit family. She has a 
brother who has a young 
daughter, and a sister 
with four children. She 
tries to help out with 
her nieces and nephew 
whenever she can. 

Some fun facts about 
Heffernan: Her patron 
saint is St. Jude. She also 
enjoys reading and pho­
tography. Her favorite 
musicians include the 
Piano Guys, Celine Dion, 
and John Michael Talbot. 

For those who are in­
terested in music, Hef­
fernan's advice is: "Go 
for it! Have a back-up 
plan but go for it. Talk 
to a music teacher or 
someone who plays." 

As far as future plans, 
Heffernan related, "I 
would like to contin­
ue to play the flute at 
St. Peter's. I know I will 
go along with whatever 
God plans and throws at 
me." 
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For you too were once aliens 
The fallowing is a state­

ment from the Catho­
lic Bishops of New York 
State. It was issued Nov. 
13 and was signed by 
Timothy Michael Cardi­
nal Dolan, Archbishop of 
New York. Most Reverend 
Edward B. Scharfenberg­
er, Apostolic Adminis­
trator of Albany, Most 
Reverend Robert ]. Bren­
nan, Bishop of Brooklyn, 
Most Reverend Michael 
W Fisher, Bishop of Buf­
falo, Most Reverend Ter­
ry R. Lavalley, Bishop of 
Ogdensburg, Most Rever­
end Salvatore R. Matano, 
Bishop of Rochester, Most 
Reverend John 0. Barres, 
Bishop of Rockville Cen­
tre, and Most Reverend 
Douglas ]. Lucia, Bishop 
of Syracuse 

In September, a strik­
ing mural depicting im­
migrants of the past and 
present was dedicated at 
Saint Patrick's Cathedral 
in Manhattan. Among the 
multitude of those immi­
grants now gracing the 
narthex walls of our ven­
erable metropolitan ca­
thedral - nameless men 
and women who came to 
this land often "tired ... 
poor ... [and] yearning to 
be free" - stands a young 
Saint Frances Xavier 
Cabrini. 

Mother Cabrini, a wom­
an consecrated to the 
Lord, was an indefatiga­
ble advocate, protector, 
and educator of newly ar­
rived immigrants to New 
York. A native of Italy, 
she overcame anti-Italian 
prejudice in her adopted 
country of America and 
established, with God's 
grace, numerous char­
itable institutions and 
schools to serve those 
finding their way in a 
new land. 

Mother Cabrini reminds 
us of the Church's long­
standing care and con­
cern for immigrants, as 
the mural itself, stunning 
in its scope, illustrates 

an indisputable fact: New 
York was and is a land of 
immigrants whose con­
tributions have enriched 
and transformed, indeed 
built, our society. 

Contemplating this 
magnificent mural at a 
moment when our na­
tion considers again the 
plight of the immigrant, 
we recall that Christian 
charity, as lived so pow­
erfully by Mother Cabri­
ni, demands we welcome 
the stranger and treat 
every individual with re­
spect and dignity. 

The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church makes 
this clear. 

"The more prosperous 
nations are obliged, to 
the extent they are able, 
to welcome the foreigner 
in search of the security 
and the means of live­
lihood which he cannot 
find in his country of 
origin. Public authorities 
should see to it that the 
natural right is respected 
that places a guest under 
the protection of those 
who receive him." 

"Political authorities, 
for the sake of the com­
mon good for which they 
are responsible, may 
make the exercise of the 
right to immigrate sub­
ject to various juridical 
conditions, especially 
with regard to the im­
migrants' duties toward 
their country of adop­
tion. Immigrants are 
obliged to respect with 
gratitude the material 
and spiritual heritage of 
the country that receives 
them, to obey its laws 
and to assist in carrying 
civic burdens." (n. 2241) 

Pope Leo XIV, like his 
predecessors, has al­
ready taught this truth 
and shown particular 
solicitude towards mi­
grant refugees-those 
who leave their homes 
not simply to seek a bet­
ter life abroad, but who 
are forced to take flight 
because of violence and 
oppression in their own 

Sign the pledge today by 
scanning the QR code or visiting 
this link: www.usccb.org/ 
cabrinipledge. Saint Frances 
Xavier Cabrini is the patron saint 
of all migrants. We seek her 
intercession for the concerns we 
have mentioned. By joining us in 
signing the Pledge, you commit 
your prayers and energy for the 
welcome, protection, promotion, 
and integration of migrants. 

nations. In his first apos­
tolic exhortation, Dilexi 
Te, proclaimed on Octo­
ber 4, 202 5, the Memorial 
of Saint Francis of Assisi, 
he wrote: 

"The Church, like a 
mother, accompanies 
those who are walking. 
Where the world sees 
threats, she sees chil­
dren; where walls are 
built, she builds bridges. 
She knows that her proc­
lamation of the Gospel 
is credible only when it 
is translated into ges­
tures of closeness and 
welcome. And she knows 
that in every rejected mi­
grant, it is Christ himself 
who knocks at the door 
of the community." (Sec­
tion 75) 

In recent years, many 
such refugee migrants 
have come to New York. 
Some have arrived from 
war-torn countries like 
Ukraine and Afghani­
stan; others from Cen­
tral or South America 
have fled poverty, au­
thoritarian governments, 
and drug cartels that 
made life in their coun­
try of origin dangerous 
for themselves and their 
families. Some have been 
granted refugee or tern-

porary protected status, 
while others have no le­
gal status. Most of these 
migrants - the majority, 
our neighbors - are good 
people who arrived on 
our shores seeking a bet­
ter life. 

Sadly, as in any group, 
some have exploited the 
system and committed 
serious crimes and other 
misdeeds. Those immi­
grants or refugees who 
commit crimes should 
face the appropriate crim­
inal and civil penalties, 
including deportation. At 
the same time, general 
enforcement of the im­
migration laws must be 
carried out in a humane 
manner that does not tar­
get the hard-working and 
law-abiding; that does 
not permit the wanton 
and unnecessary separa­
tion of families; and that 
does not rely on cam­
paigns of fear that crip­
ple whole communities. 

As such, we do not 
support the sweeping 
revocation of the tem­
porary protected status 
that was granted to many 
migrants who arrived in 
this country to escape 
the horrors occurring in 
their own, and who have 
justifiably relied upon 
the legal protections 
our government offered 
to them. Such persons 
should not be subject to 
the arbitrary cancellation 
of their legal status and 
threatened with a sudden 
return to the troubled 
and dangerous nations 
from which they fled. 
At the same time, while 
we support the right to 
peacefully protest and 
witness opposition to 
political policies, we can 
never condone violence 
against immigration and 
law enforcement agents. 

Before the complex 
questions of immigra­
tion, we maintain, with­
out question, that our 
government has a duty 
to secure our borders 
and ensure that those 

who wish to enter the 
United States do so law­
fully. In union with our 
brother Bishops across 
the United States, we 
have consistently urged 
our civil leaders to craft 
immigration laws that 
respect our borders and 
create an orderly process 
for those who wish to en­
ter our nation, while of­
fering a measure of for­
giveness towards those 
who arrived here without 
legal status but who have 
proven their contribu­
tions and loyalty to our 
country over a period of 
time. 

These are all good 
points to ponder. How­
ever, most important to 
recall is the law of Christ 
set down in the Great 
Commandments: To love 
God with all our hearts 
and to love our neighbor 
as ourselves. All other im­
peratives are subject to 
this law of charity, and it 
is concerned neither with 
legal status nor country 
of origin. As individuals 
and as a society, we are 
bound to follow this su­
preme command and to 
make all our actions con­
sistent with it, to the best 
of our abilities, even in 
difficult circumstances. 

Returning to the exam­
ple of Mother Cabrini, 
the Bishops of the Unit­
ed States have called on 
Catholics in all walks of 
life to stand in solidari­
ty with immigrants and 
refugees by signing The 
Cabrini Pledge, an In­
vitation to be Keepers 
of Hope. We encourage 
New York Catholics to 
sign the pledge. By do­
ing so, you will follow 
in the footsteps of our 
beloved Mother Cabri­
ni in acknowledging our 
duty to welcome, to pro­
tect, to promote, and to 
integrate immigrants 
in accordance with the 
guidance proclaimed 
by Sacred Scripture and 
the Magisterium of the 
Church. 
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VIRTUAL EVENTS 
LIVE EVENT WITH POPE LEO 
This November, our young people 
are being invited into something 
truly special. For the first time, 
Pope Leo XIV will engage in a 
live digital dialogue with young 
people in the United States. This 

St. Lawrence Deanery 

Clinton­
Northern 
Franklin 
Deanery 

Houseville - Exposition of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament and 
the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be 
observed the first Sunday of the 
month. 

Date: Dec. 7 
Time: Following 11 a.m. Mass 
Place: St. Hedwig's Church 
Contact: 315-348-6260 

moment will take place during AdirondackMountainDeanery 

the 2025 National Catholic Youth Je!rg:,:~ewis SPAGHETTI & 
Conference (NCYC), and we want MEATBALL DINNER 
every young person in our diocese Evans Mills - The Indian River 
to have the opportunity to be part Council 7471 Knights of Columbus 
of it, whether individually or as a will be having a spaghetti & meat-
parish community. ball dinner. 

Date: Nov. 21 The North County Catholic welcomes contributions to "Around the Diocese''. Date: Dec. 13 
T• e 1 O 15 a m Parishioners are invited to send information about activities to: T' 4 t 7 1m : : • • 1me: p.m. o 
Place: Online North Country ca tholic, PO Box 326' Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Features: Live broadcast of Ogdensburg, NY 13669 Cost.· Adults, $12,· Seniors, $10,· e-mail news@northcountrycatholic.org. 

the Papal Dialogue, the ability to Items must be received in the NCC office by the Wednesday before publication. Children 12 and under, $5; under 
download the broadcast for fu- l------------,---------7 5, Free 
ture use, and follow up resources followed by soaking prayer. Led by Cost: $3 per package of 4 Contact: For more information 
for schools, youth ministries and Eve McGill, Living Waters Ministry. sheets,plusshipping and handling call 315-629-4678 
families. Can't join live? A same- All are welcome. Features: The Christmas wa-
day recording will be available to Contact: evemcgill@charter. fer or OPLATEK, is part of a Polish, 
all who register, making it easy for net 518-645-2648 Lithuanian and Slovak custom 
any parish or family to participate that is observed during the vigil of 
on their own schedule. CELEBRATION OF Christmas (Wig ilia.) After the first 

Contact: We encourage your LIFE PLANNING star is visible, family and friends 
parish and/or families to register Ellenburg Center - The Bereave- gather around the dinner table 
for FREE (https://ncyc.us/ncyc- ment and Community Support to break and share the OPLATEK 
digital-experience-a-journey- Committee of Saint Bernard's and which symbolizes the presence 
with-pope-lea-xiv/) or Patrick Saint Edmund's Parishes invites of Christ, the Newborn Child. The 
Loobl at eIoobl@rcdonr or9 the public to a "Celebration of Life OPLATEK is sent and shared with 
QMMUm@jj;Ui(;tJ@ijH Planning Expo''. family and friends all over the 

CRAFT FAIR 
Chazy - Sacred Heart Church to 
have a craft fair. 

Date: Nov. 22 
Time:9a.m.to3 p.m. 
Place: Parish Center 
Features: Great craft festival 

with a variety of craft vendors. Hot 
lunches available, baked items, si­
lent auction. Handicapped accessi­
ble and free admission. 

Contact: For more information 
contact Sharon Nephew 518-578-
2666 

SOAKING PRAYERS SESSIONS 
Plattsburgh - Soaking prayer Ses­
sions to be held the first Monday 
of each month. 

Date: Dec.1 
Time: 1 p.m. to 3 and 6 p.m. to 8 
Place: Newman Center 
Features: Praise and worship 

Date: Jan. 17 (if inclement world as a symbol of love, unity 
weather, it will be Jan. 24) and forgiveness. 

Time: 10 a.m. Contact: To order please call 
Place: St. Edmund's Parish Hall 315-348-6260 and leave your 
Features: This free event will name and phone number. 

provide helpful resources for fam­
ilies wishing to prepare for their 
end-of-life needs. Participants 
will include grief counselors, es­
tate planners, legal and financial 
advisors, funeral directors, clergy, 
musicians, caterers, florists, mon­
ument and memorial specialists, 
cemetery and mausoleum repre­
sentatives,and organizations that 
assist families during times of loss. 

Contact: For more information, 
contact Mary Ellen Torno at (518) 
569-4447 

JEFFERSON-LEWIS 

POLISH CHRISTMAS WAFFER 
Houseville- The Polish Christmas 
Wafer or OPLAETK is available. 

CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY TA­
BLE 
Clayton - Enjoy over 50 delicious 
dishes from appetizers to desserts. 

Date: Dec.6 
Time: 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Parish Center 
Cost: $10 
Features: Part of the Christmas 

in Clayton weekend with many 
venues in the village hosting 
events and shopping. Also stay for 
the Christmas parade Saturday at 
6p.m. 

Contact: St. Mary's parish of­
fice Email: claytonsec@rcdony.org 
Phone Number: 315-686-3398 
HOLY HOUR AND DIVINE MERCY 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
Clayton - Join us in scripture and 
song as St. Mary's Choir and Youth 
Choir, St. Cyril's Choir, and Turning 
Point Men's Barbershop Chorus 
collaborate to present a concert of 
sacred Christmas music. 

Date: Dec. 14 
Time:4p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's Church 
Features: Please enjoy this 

free concert as a gift to our com­
munity. Donations are welcome at 
the door to support our ministries. 
A brief reception will follow in the 
parish hall. 

Contact: For more information 
please call the parish office: 315-
686-3398 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
Carthage - Pancake Breakfast to 
be held in support of Augustinian 
Academy, sponsored by the Car­
thage K of C Father John Cosmic 
#291 and Ave Maria Circle. 

Date: Dec. 14 
Time: 8 a.m. to noon 
Place: St. James Community 

Room 
Cost: Adults, $10; Seniors, $8; 

Children under 10, $5; Family of 
4, $30 

Menu: Scrambled Eggs, Pan­
cakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage, 

NOVEMBER 19, 2025 

Baked Goods,Juice,and Coffee 
Contact: For more information 

call 315-493-3224 

RAFFLE 
Constableville - Raffle to be held 
for youth and Faith Formation ac­
tivities. 

Date: Drawing Dec. 21 
Time: lOa.m. 
Place: St. Mary's after Mass 
Cost: Tickets are $5 each or 5 

for $20 
Features: First-place winner 

will receive a Virtual Reality Head­
set, the second-place winner will 
receive a 50" smart television and 
the third-place winner will receive 
a ten-inch tablet. 

Contact: They can be pur­
chased after the 10am Mass, from 
various St. Mary's parents, by 
calling the Parish office at 315-
348-6104 or by going online to 
https://catholicparishesofslc. wee­
bly.com/church-offering--raffles. 
html 

ST. LAWRENCE 

FALL FESTIVAL 
Waddington - St. Mary's to have 
their Fall Festival. 

Date: Nov. 22 
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Place: St. Mary's parish hall 
Features: Free Admission. 

(rafters, Vendors, Silent Auction, 
Bake Sale, Lunch available. 

Contact: For more information 
contact Patty Van Patten at 315-
388-4393 or Debbie Sharpe at 
315-322-5501 . 

MONTHLY BRUNCH 
Norfolk - Parish of the Visitation 
and St. Raymond's will have their 
monthly Knights of Columbus 
Brunch. 

Date: Dec. 14 (Second Sunday 
of each month) 

Time: 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Place: Father Amyot Parish 

Center 
Cost: Adults, $10; under 12, $5; 

under 5, Free; Omelets, add $3; 
Take-outs available 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Gil Gonthier 
315-212-5166. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 
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RAFFLE 
Potsdam - The Potsdam Knights 
of Columbus Council 340 will be 
having a raffle. 

Date: Dec. 17 
Time: 7 p.m. (winners need not 

be present) 
Cost: $5 a ticket or 5 for $20 
Features: First Prize, Cutco 

Knife; Second Prize, Syracuse Mets 
Family Fun Pack; Third Prize, Stay 
and Play at the Akwesasne Mo­
hawk Casino; Thirty or more addi­
tional prizes. 

Contact: For more information 
contact Grand Knight Michael La­
hendro at mlanhendro@hotmail. 
com or joecatholictebo@gmail. 
com 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
Ogdensburg - The Vocations Com­
mittee for the Catholic Churches of 
Ogdensburg, Heuvelton and Lis­
bon is planning a Trivia Night. 

Date: Jan.2 
Time: Doors open at 6 p.m., 

trivia starts at 7 p.m. 
Place: Martin Fieldhouse 
Features: All funds raised will 

be donated to the Diocese of Og­
densburg to help offset the mis­
cellaneous college costs for the 
seminarians. Join us for a night 
of fun and friendly competition 
in a contest of general knowledge 
across a variety of topics! Teams of 
up to 6 will compete for the brag­
ging rights and the Grand Prize.All 
players are eligible for door prizes! 
Mulligans will be sold at the door. 

Contact: More rules and regis­
tration at www.ogdensburgcath­
olics.net/trivia or email vocation­
sarenottrivial@rcdony.org 

ROSARY WITH DEVOTIONS 
Ogdensburg - The Legion of Mary 
will pray the rosary with devotions 
for First Saturday. 

Date: Dec.6 
Time:8a.m. 
Place: Notre Dame Church, Og­

densburg 
Features: Rosary with devo­

tions 

FIRST SATURDAY ROSARY 
Massena - Sacred Heart Church to 
have first Saturday Rosary Devo­
tion. 

Date: Dec.6 
Time: 3:15 p.m. 
Features: First Saturday Rosa­

ry Devotion to OUR Lady of Fati­
ma. Confessions will be available. 
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4 p.m. 

MENS GROUP 
Massena - Men's group to meet 
the first Saturday of every month. 

Date: Dec.6 
Time: 9 a.m. Mass with meet­

ing to follow 
Place: Sacred Heart Church 

DIOCESAN EVENTS 

CALLED BY NAME ANDREW 
DINNERS 
The Diocese of Ogdensburg invites 
high school-aged young men and 
women to an evening of prayer, 
reflection, and conversation about 
God's call.These events help young 
people explore vocations to the 
priesthood, consecrated religious 
life, or the diaconate. 

Schedule: Morrisonville, Nov. 
23 and Norfolk, Nov. 30 

Time: 3:45 p.m.to 7 
Features: Each evening in­

cludes prayer, talks, small-group 
discussion, and dinner. Parents are 
welcome to attend and support 
their children's discernment jour­
ney. Note: Only the Nov. 30 event 
includes a breakout session for 
young women interested in the 
consecrated religious life. 

Contact: Register at: https:// 
www.rcdony.org/andrewdinners 

LIVING WITH HOPE 
Saranac Lake - The Respect Life 
Office will be have a discussion to 
learn more about NYS Physician 
Assisted Suicide Bill and Canada's 
MAID. 

Date: Nov.29 
Time: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Place: St. Bernard's Church 
Cost: $10 donation requested 
Features: The theme will be 

"Dying with Christ, Living with 
Hope''. When we make a commit-

ment to die with Christ, we can 
truly live with hope. Discussions 
feature theologians and health­
care professionals giving per­
spectives on suffering, grief, dying 
and our Christian duty to care. 
Contact: Registration: https:// 
www.rcdony.org/ livingwithhope 
Questions contact Colleen Miner 
at cminer@rcdonftor~ 

MUiMi1:mil01(u3¾itW 
ADVENT DAY RETREAT 
Canandaigua - Advent Retreat: 
"Blessed are they that Hope it the 
Lord: Advent Meditations on the 
Virtue ofHope"to be held. 

Date: Dec.13 
Time: 9 a.m.to 3 p.m. 
Place: Notre Dame Retreat 

House 
Cost: $60 
Features: As we approach 

the conclusion of the Holy Year of 
Hope and prepare for the great 
Feast of the Nativity, spend a day 
meditating on this most import­
ant spiritual virtue - Hope. 

Contact: For more information 
email Nancy Lynch at info@no­
tredameretreat.org or visit www. 
notredameretreat.org 

Rest in Peace 
This week marks the 

anniversary of the deaths 
of the following clergymen 

who have served in 
the Diocese of Ogdensburg 

Nov.19- Rev.Msgr.Joseph G. 
Aubin,2022 
Nov. 20 - Rev. Robert Joseph 
Booth, 1939 
Nov. 21 - Msgr.Joseph L. 
Tierney, 1968 
Nov. 22 - Rev. Bernard Cara­
her, 1893; Rev.James F. Lamitie, 
2010 
Nov. 23 - Rev. Louis Brisson, 
1963 
Nov. 24 - Rev. Bernard Mc­
Cabe, 1857;Rev.G.P.Berneche, 
1950; Rev. Norman E. Pou pore, 
2014 
Nov. 25 - Rev.M.C. Dubreuil, 
O.M.I., 1912 

Bishop's Public Schedule 
Nov. 19 - 10 a.m. - Lay Em­
ployees' Retirement Committee 
Meeting followed by Lunch at 
Bishop's Residence 
Nov. 20 -10:15 a.m. - Mass 
with the students at St. James 
School in Gouverneur followed 
by classroom visits 
Nov. 21 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Nov. 22 - 4 p.m. - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Nov. 23 - 8 a.m. - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Nov. 24 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 
Nov. 26 - Noon - Mass at St. 
Mary's Cathedral 

Protecting God's Children 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg 
is able to schedule sessions 
ofthe training, Protecting 
God's Children for Adults. This 
required training addresses 
child abuse, the methods and 
means by which abusers com­
mit abuse, and the five steps to 
prevent abuse from occurring 
and stop it from continuing.To 
arrange for training, call 315-
393-2920 or email jgrizzuto@ 
rcdony.org 

To Report Abuse 
If you have a complaint 
of suspected misconduct 
involving diocesan clergy, 
religious, employees or volun­
teers, contact Victim Assis­
tance Coordinator, Terrianne 
Yanulavich, Ph.D., LMHC, 5050 
Route 374,Merrill,NY 12955; 
terrianneyanulavich@yahoo. 
com; Phone: 518-569-0612; 
or Father Christopher Carrara, 
the Episcopal Vicar for Clergy; 
ccarrara@rcdony.org Phone: 
315-393-2920 ext.1340. 
If you have a complaint 
of suspected sexual abuse or 
related misconduct by the 
bishops, contact the Catholic 
Bishop Abuse Reporting Ser­
vice at 800-276-1562 orwww. 
ReportBishopAbuse.org 

Environmental Stewardship 

Rhythm of the seasons 
November is the month when 

conditions favorable to most 
forms of life in this region end. 
Many organisms adapt to the 
changing seasons by entering a 
prolonged period of dormancy. 
Trees and shrubs, grasses, bugs, 
salamanders and other entities 
undergo changes prompted by 
the dwindling daylight. These 
modifications help them cope 
with the challenges they face 
during the months when totally 
inactive. Migrating creatures also 
face hardships as they venture to 
regions populated by unfamiliar 
predators and often experience 
shortages of food. 

Even creatures that remain 
active throughout winter tend to 
experience changes in their daily 
routines that conserve body heat 
and energy. 

All forms of life in northern 
regions possess a natural in­
nate responsiveness for dealing 
with changing seasons. Mystics 
emphasize these changes are 
nothing more than responses to 
the energies emitted by the Holy 
Spirit as the Spirit cares for God's 
creation. 

Since humans are a fundamen­
tal part of nature, we too receive 
these messages for coping with 
change, however they are picked 
up by our heart rather than by our 
brain. Because God has endowed 
us with free will, we can choose to 
ignore God's messages and follow 
our bodies' desires. 

The behaviors counter to the 
rhythms of the Spirit are impact­
ing life on the planet. We must 
try to adopt simpler lifestyles and 
reduce our carbon footprint to 
help nature, even in unseen ways. 
Anything that resonates with the 
heart rather than making sense 
to the brain should be pursued. 
Engaging in acts of kindness, 
generosity and forgiveness cgoes 
a long way toward restoring the 
balance of nature, as all of life is 
interconnected. 

Not only are there season­
al changes, but there are many 
changes occurring in society, and 
we have the ability to deal with 
these changes if we listen to the 
Holy Spirit with our hearts. 
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CATHOLIC 
WORLD 
AT A GLANCE 
Bishops elect new leadership at annual assembly 
Bishop Kevin Rhoades of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend, Indi­
ana, was elected to serve as secretary of the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) at the Fall Plenary Assembly on Nov. 12. 
The bishops held elections for the secretary position and the leader­
ship of six committees on Wednesday. On Tuesday, they elected Arch­
bishop Paul Coakley of Oklahoma City as president and Bishop Daniel 
Flores of Brownsville, Texas,as vice president of the conference. 

Bishops announce migrant accompaniment initiative 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) is launching 
an initiative called "You Are Not Alone" to focus on providing accom­
paniment to migrants who are at risk of being deported. Bishop Mark 
Seitz, chair of the USCCB Committee on Migration, announced the 
nationwide initiative during the conference's Fall Plenary Assembly 
in Baltimore on Nov. 11. The initiative, which was inspired by similar 
efforts in Catholic dioceses throughout the country, will focus on four 
key areas: emergency and family support, accompaniment and pas­
toral care, communication of Church teaching, and solidarity through 
prayer and public witness. Seitz said the Catholic Church has been"ac­
companying newcomers to this land since before our country's found­
ing." He said - in addition to spiritual and corporal works of mercy 
- the Church "cannot abandon our long-standing advocacy for just 
and meaningful reform to our immigration system."He said clergy will 
continue"proclaiming the God-given dignity of every person from the 
moment of conception through every stage oflife until natural death," 
which includes the dignity of those who migrated to the United States. 

'Catholic American Bible' gets' green light from U.S. bishops 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) approved 
a new translation of the Bible, which will be used for personal Bibles, 
the lectionary at Mass, and the text in the Liturgy of the Hours. Bishop 
Steven Lopes, chair of the Committee on Divine Worship, announced 
the translation will be called the "Catholic American Bible."The trans­
lation for personal Bibles and the Liturgy of the Hours will be available 
on Ash Wednesday in 2027. The bishops have not announced when 
the revised lectionaries will be available. The USCCB also approved a 
Spanish-language translation of the New Testament, the Biblia de 
la Iglesia en America, which will be available on Ash Wednesday in 
2026. Lopes made the announcement during the USCCB's Fall Plenary 
Assembly in Baltimore on Nov. 11 . According to Ascension Press, one 
of the publishers of the translation, the Catholic American Bible has 
a modified translation of the Old Testament from the New American 
Bible Revised Edition. It will replace the currenttranslation of the Book 
of Psalms with The Abbey Psalms and Canticles, which was translated 
by monks at Conception Abbey in Missouri. The new translation will 
also include a revised New Testament. 
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Young adult nuinbers 
do\Vn, engageinent up 

By Amira Abuzeid 
Catholic News Agency 

According to a new survey, engage­
ment among U.S. adults who iden­
tify as Catholic is strong, especial­
ly among the youngest adults, and 
there is growing trust in the Church 
after the fallout of the clergy sexual 
abuse crisis of the early 2000s. 

In July, Leadership Roundtable com­
missioned a polling firm to conduct 
a national survey of Catholics in the 
U.S. in order to inform Church lead­
ers of problems as well as strengths 
within the Catholic Church since the 
sexual abuse crisis came to national 
attention in 2002 and the Charter for 
the Protection of Children and Young 
People was composed to address it. 

Researchers composed a 72-ques­
tion survey and divided respondents 
into three groups: the Faithful (1,541 
respondents), the Occasional (4 72 
respondents), and the Disengaged 
(1,020). The Faithful said they attend 
Mass at least monthly, the Occasion­
al said they go a few times a year, 
and the Disengaged said they go "sel­
dom" or "never." 

Although the Catholic Church in 
the U.S. has shrunk from 65 million 
to 50 million people in the more than 
two decades since the sexual abuse 
crisis and engagement is "at an all­
time low," the survey's findings are 
cause for hope, the authors say. 

In a reversal from the organiza­
tion's 2003 survey, adults between 
the ages of 18-29 are now the most 
likely group (84%) to attend Mass reg­
ularly and to be active in their par­
ishes in addition to Mass (attending 
Eucharistic adoration, social events, 
and confession), the survey found. 

The group's 2003 survey of 1,004 
Catholics found that Mass atten­
dance increased with age. The 2025 
survey found the opposite to be true: 
Two-thirds of young adults (65%) 
said they attend Mass at least month­
ly now, compared with 43% of adults 
aged 45-64 and 42% of those over 
65 years old. In 2003, 83% of adults 
45-64 and 85% of those over 65 at­
tended monthly. 

Trust in the Church 
The survey found that Catholics 

trust their pastor and other parish 
staff more than they trust the Church 

as an institution. 
Nearly 80% of respondents said 

they trust parish staff and volun­
teers to protect children, and 77% 
said they trust their pastor and other 
clergy. 

"Building a transparent and ac­
countable leadership culture" was 
one of the highest priorities across 
all age groups, according to the sur­
vey. For 77% of respondents, it was 
among their top two priorities, with 
45% giving it the highest possible rat­
ing of "extremely important." 

In 2003, 70% of respondents said 
they had high confidence in their 
bishops as doctrinal authorities but 
low confidence in them (44%) as lis­
teners of the opinions of laity or par­
ish priests. 

That low confidence has not 
changed much in two decades. In 
the recent survey, just 49% said they 
think their bishops involve the laity 
in solving Church issues. Fewer, 47%, 
believe bishops "lead with financial 
transparency," and 45% worry that 
their donations will go to paying le­
gal fees and abuse settlements. 

Catholics who donate regularly to 
their parishes (61%) say they would 
give more if they thought the Church 
was more transparent about finan­
cial matters. Nearly three-quarters of 
them (72%) said they would give less 
if there was a scandal in their parish 
or diocese. 

Of Catholics who go to Mass some­
times, 58% donate financially to their 
parish at least once a year. Of the 42% 
who never give, 39% cited a lack of fi­
nancial transparency as their reason. 

Regarding education, of U.S. Cath­
olics whose parishes have a parish 
school, only 53% said they think the 
school is thriving. This was the low­
est rating of all youth formation ac­
tivities surveyed. 

According to its website, Leader­
ship Roundtable, founded in 2003 
in the aftermath of the clergy sexual 
abuse crisis, is a nonprofit organiza­
tion composed of clergy, laity, and 
religious "working together to pro­
mote best practices and accountabili­
ty in the management, finances, com­
munications, and human resource 
development of the Catholic Church 
in the U.S., including greater incorpo­
ration of the expertise of the laity." 
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SUNDAY'S SCRIPTURE 

A different kind of king 
We speak about the of power and domination deemable, even a dying 

lion, the king of beasts, does this Christ have? thief on a cross. 
the noblest of animals. Where is his authori- SolemnityofOurlordJesus Faced with adversi-
In fact, there is a mov- ty? Who are his people? Christ, King of the Universe ty in life, we see others 
ie and a play, Lion King. Where is his kingdom? and ourselves in a differ-
We say that gold The answer is READINGS ent light. Some, like the 
is the king of simple. The king- 2 Samuel 5:1-3 tormenting thief on the 
metals, the most ship of Jesus dif- Colossians l: 12_20 cross, can only endure 
precious of met- fers from other Luke 23:35_43 suffering through the 
als. If I were to forms of king- challenging moments 
ask: "Who is the ship. His power the good thief, as we of life and the myriad 
king of swing?" can transform call him, says to Jesus. forms of suffering that 
some might be what is destruc- He calls out to his fel- life brings. But others, 
able to respond tive in life into low thief and tells him like the good thief, fac-
Benny Goodman what is construe- to straighten out his life, ing the same difficulties, 
because he un- tive. to get right with himself seem able to grow and 
derstood that art Msgr. Robert Two thieves and with God. This good flourish. 
form better than H.Aucoin hang next to Je- thief moves from being The power of Christ, 
others. But then ====== sus. We quickly a criminal into someone the kingship of Christ, 
we say that Jesus say that one got who seeks redemption. is not power that forces, 
is the King of Kings. How it, the one who said "Je- He even exhorts his fel- but it is power that trans­
can someone on a cross, sus, remember me;" it is low criminal to repent. forms, that redeems, 
mocked by bystanders, clear the other didn't get For himself, he asks for that changes the ordi­
whose current compan- it. His words ask Jesus to forgiveness and eternal nary into the extraordi-
ions are two common get him off the cross. In life. nary. 
criminals, without ter- fact, he almost torments Jesus' death is a re- Movie heroes are su-
ritory, without posses- Jesus. After all, if you are demptive death, trans- perheroes in super dif­
sions, without armies be the anointed one, you forming humanity. His ficult situations. That's 
king of anything? should be able to save death demonstrates that not the way we live our 

We say that Christ is us. evil does not have to be lives. We have many chal-
the King. But what kind But look again at what the last word. All is re- lenges, big and small. 

I first came across the 
phrase sotto voce in a 
choir. Sister used to tell 
the high sopranos to 
drop their volume for a 
measure or two in a spe­
cific place in the piece. 
"Sing sotto voce,"she 
would tell that section 
of the group because 
they were drowning out 
the sopranos, bases, and 
baritones. 

Sotto voce, I under­
stood, was just above 
a whisper, a hushed ef­
fect. 

Think of it as opposite 
the other command we 
hear from time to time. 
"Use your school yard 
voice!" 

The Offertory of the 
Mass is full of soft voice, 
or sotto voce moments. 
They are prayers said by 
the priest or deacon. 

CALLED TO SERVE 

Why do we do that? Part 2 
The Offertory is the 

beginning of the most 
sacred part of the Mass, 
the Liturgy of the Eucha­
rist. 

It starts when the gifts 
to be offered by the 
congregation to Jesus 
for His blessing are pre­
sented. The bread and 
wine to be consecrated 
as well as the proceeds 
from the collection are 
brought forward by 
folks in the congrega­
tion. Altar servers are 
given the bread and 
wine as gifts to be "of­
fered" to the celebrant. 
The servers hand the 
gifts to the deacon at 
the Altar of Sacrifice. 

The deacon represents 
all the people in church 
when he hands the gift of 
bread to the priest. The 
priest then says in a low 

voice: "Blessed are you, while on the cross at his 
Lord God of all creation, Crucifixion. 
for through your good- As he pours the water, 
ness we have received the deacon says, "By the 
the bread we offer you: mystery of this water 
fruit of the earth and and wine may we come 
work of human hands, to share in the divini­
it will become for .----=----, ty of Christ who 
us the bread of humbled himself 
life." to share in our 

The priest has humanity." 
the option to The instruction 
say that prayer for this action in-
aloud. If he does, eludes the phrase 
we respond, "saying quietly," 
"Blessed be God The deacon 
forever." hands the priest 

Then the Dea- Deacon the chalice and 
con pours wine Kevin Mastellon the priest says 
into the chalice in a low voice: 
and mixes the "Blessed are you, 
wine with a drop of wa- Lord God of all creation, 
ter. This mingling of wa- for through your good­
ter and wine is symbolic ness we have received 
of the water and blood the wine we offer you: 
that flowed from Jesus' fruit of the vine and 
side when he was jabbed work of human hands, it 

Our manner of facing 
life's challenges will de­
termine the depth of our 
relationship with Christ. 

The cynical thief saw 
his difficulty as the end 
of existence. He want­
ed salvation so that he 
could go back to what 
he was doing. The good 
thief saw his difficul­
ty as a redemptive mo­
ment, an opportunity to 
change and truly save 
his life, even if it meant 
death. 

We do not often, if 
ever, have moments like 
the two thieves on the 
cross. But, no matter the 
issue, we can experience 
the redeeming love and 
power of Jesus. 

May our incorporation 
into Christ and our belief 
in his redeeming power 
and love allow us to hear 
those words from him: 
"Amen, I say to you, you 
will be with me in Para­
dise." 

will become our spiritu­
al drink." 

Should the priest de­
cide to say that prayer 
aloud, the answer is the 
same, "Blessed be God 
forever." 

The priest then wash­
es his hands, saying qui­
etly, "Wash me, 0 Lord, 
from my iniquity and 
cleanse me from my 
sin." 

These are prayers the 
priest or deacon of­
fers to God sotto voce, 
in a low voice, saying 
them quietly. They are 
prayers that prepare us 
all for the love of God. 

Deacon Kevin Mastellon 
ministers in Watertown. 

He is the Director of Per­
manent Deacons for the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg. 
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Pope Leo XIV's favorite films 
By Walter Sanchez Silva 
Catholic News Agency 

The Vatican has re­
vealed the names of 
Pope Leo XIV's favorite 
films, including "The 
Sound of Music" and 
"It's a Wonderful Life," 
upon announcing the 
Holy Father's upcom­
ing meeting with the 
world of cinema on Sat­
urday, Nov. 15. 

In total, the Vatican 
shared four titles of 
the "most significant 
films" for Leo XIV: 
'It's a Wonderful Life' 
(1946) by Frank Capra 

The Christmas classic 
stars James Stewart as 
George Bailey, a man 
who has sacrificed his 
dreams because of his 
sense of responsibili­
ty and generosity but 
feeling like a failure, 
he contemplates sui­
cide on Christmas Eve. 
This prompts the inter­
vention of his guardian 
angel (Henry Travers), 
who shows him all the 
good he has done for 
many people. 
'Life Is Beautiful' 
(1997) by Roberto 
Benigni 

In this film, Benigni 
- whose father spent 
two years in a prison­
er-of-war camp - plays 
Guido Orefice, an Ital­
ian Jewish bookstore 
owner who uses his 
imagination to protect 
his young son from the 
horrors of a Nazi con­
centration camp during 
World War IL 
'Ordinary People' 
(1980) by Robert Red­
ford 

The film tells the sto­
ry of the breakdown of 
a wealthy Illinois fam­
ily after the death of 
one son in an accident 
and the suicide attempt 
of the other. It stars 
Donald Sutherland, 
Mary Tyler Moore, Judd 

Hirsch, and Timothy 
Hutton. 
'The Sound of Music' 
(1965) by Robert Wise 

The film tells the sto­
ry of a postulant at a 
convent in Austria in 
1938. After discern­
ing out, the postulant 
(Julie Andrews) is sent 
to the home of Captain 
Von Trapp, a widowed 
retired naval officer 
(Christopher Plummer) 
to be the governess of 
his seven children. Af­
ter bringing love and 
music to the Von Trapp 
family, she eventual­
ly marries the captain. 
As Von Tapp refuses to 
accept a commission in 
the Nazi navy, the fam­
ily is forced to leave 
Austria in a dramatic 
escape. 
Meeting with the 
world of cinema 

The meeting will take 
place on Saturday, Nov. 
15, at 11 a.m. Rome 
time in the Apostolic 
Palace of Vatican City, 
according to a state­
ment from the Dicast­
ery for Culture and 
Education, in collabo­
ration with the Vatican 
Museums. 

The event follows 
previous meetings with 
the world of visual arts 
(June 2023), comedy 
(June 2024), and the 
Jubilee of Artists and 
the World of Culture in 
February of this year. 

The Vatican state­
ment highlights that 
Pope Leo XIV "has ex­
pressed his desire to 
deepen the dialogue 

with the world of cin­
ema, and in particular 
with actors and direc­
tors, exploring the pos­
sibilities that artistic 
creativity offers to the 
mission of the Church 
and the promotion of 
human values." 
Actors and directors 

Among those who 
have already confirmed 
their participation are 
the Italian actresses 
Monica Bellucci, fa­
mous for her role as 

Mary Magdalene in Mel 
Gibson's "The Passion 
of the Christ," and Ma­
ria Grazia Cucinotta 
("Il Postino" and "The 
World Is Not Enough.") 

Also joining the Holy 
Father will be, among 
others, American ac­
tress Cate Blanch­
ett ("The Lord of the 
Rings," "The Aviator"), 
the African-American 
director Spike Lee, the 
director Gus Van Sant 
("Good Will Hunting," 

BUILDING 

"Elephant"), the Aus­
tralian director George 
Miller, creator of the 
Mad Max saga, and 
the Italian Giuseppe 
Tornatore, director of 
"Cinema Paradiso," for 
which he won the Oscar 
for best foreign film in 
1989. 

This story was first 
published by ACI Pren­
sa, CNA 's Spanish-lan­
guage news partner. 

It has been translated 
and adapted by CNA. 

Our Mission to the Missions 

The Black and Indian Mission Collection (BIMC) exists to help diocesan 
communities to build up the Church and preach the Gospel of Jesus among the 
African American, Native American, and Alaska Native people of God. 

Every year, it is the amazing generosity of Catholic faithful, just like you, who enable the 
Black and Indian Mission Office to support the following important priorities: 

Enlivening Parish 
Life & Catechesis 

Grant funds from 
the BIMC support 
parish-based 
catechetical 
programs, which 
form and train catechists who form children to 
be disciples of Jesus in the world and who put 
bibles and catechisms in kids' hands so they can 
learn the ways of the Lord and take their place 
around his altar. 

Helping Educators 
Reach Kids 

With your 
contribution to 
the BIMC, you 
will help support 
the placement of 
good teachers to 
educate African American and Native American 
children. In 2024, your generous donations 
reached over 5,000 
students in more than 400 schools and 
parishes across the United States. 

Empowering 
Evangelizers 

BIMCgrant 
funds support 
African 
American 
and Native 
American 
ministries to sponsor events and formation 
that encourage living the Christian life in 
culturally appropriate ways. The religious sisters 
shown here, serve Native American Catholic 
communities across the United States. 

Encouraging 
Vocations 

The church needs 
men and women 
to answer the call 
to the consecrated 
life and offer 
their witness as 
radical disciples of Jesus Christ. We need priests 
in order to have the Eucharist! Supporting the 
BIMC enables us to help encourage vocations 
to the priesthood and religious life in African 
American and Native American communities 
across the country. 

BLACK AND INDIAN MISSION COLLECTION 
www.blackandindianmission.org 

Special Collection to be held with Catholic Campaign for Human Development Nov. 22-23, 2025 
Combined Collection 
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Soup kitchens 
in South Korea 

May we all remember those that are struggling 
to put food on the table in this difficult time. Like 
our brothers and sister s in Korea, let us provide the 
support of our money, time, and prayers to those 
in our community not just this holiday season, but 
also year-round. 

The Italian missionary of the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate , Father Vincenzo Bordo, describes his 
extraordinary story and experience of proximity 
among the poor in Korea. In Seongnam, a suburb 
of Seoul, the missionary founded and runs Anna's 
House, a reception center for homeless people and 
young people without families, as well as a food 
bank that has been caring for 800 homeless people 
every day for 30 years. 

"There he not only distributes food , but also hugs 
and prayers," the volunteers who work with him 
told Fides. The meal of the guests at the table takes 
place in a friendly and bright atmosphere, in which 
"it is above all the loving care that nourishes every 
person," says Father Bordo. 

The special sensitivity of the Korean Church for 
the poor was clearly expressed on the "World Day 
of the Poor" proclaimed by Pope Francis. Archdio­
cese of Seoul has planned a series of events to cele­
brate Poor's Day and has announced that these will 
not be isolated gestures or a single day of the year. 

"I hope that this will be an opportunity for all of u s 
to realize that we are all poor and vulnerable before 
God. As a human family we are called to show sol­
idarity with the poor, to share and to shake hands 
with those in need," said the Archbishop-elect of 
Seoul, Msgr. Peter Chung, engaged during the spe­
cial day, alongside Cardinal Andrew Yeom Soo-jung 
and other Bishops of Seoul, in serving meals to the 
homeless at the "Myeongdong Babjib" soup kitchen 
in the Seoul Cathedral complex. 

The bishops expressed their gratitude to the 
volunteers who prepared the meals since the ear­
ly hours of the morning. Nearly 900 volunteers 
signed up for the initiative , including 72 non-Cath­
olics who took turns working in the soup kitchen. 
Cardinal Yeom said: "On this day we are all invited 
by the Holy Spirit to come together as sisters and 
brothers. This special occasion reminds us that we 
are truly all brothers and sisters who are called to 
live together as one family." 

Article from FIDES missionary news service of the 
Pontifical Mission Societies. 

Last weeks' article by Ines San Martin, Vice Pres­
ident of Marketing and Communications at the 

TPMS national office. 
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OBITUARIES 
Cadyville - Mona "Dawn" (Car­
pentier) Aubin,89; Mass of Chris­
tian Burial Nov. 22, 2025 at St. 
James Church . 

Clayton - Paul "Gary" Reff, 83; 
Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 12, 
2025 at St.Mary's Church. 

Constable - Harold Phillips, 
87; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
14, 2025 at St. Francis of Assisi 
Church; burial in St. Francis of As-
sisi Cemetery, 

Gouverneur - Joann E. LaRue, 
84; Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 
20, 2025 at St.James Church. 

Heuvelton - Shirley (Cook) 
Washburn, 95; Mass of Christian 
Burial Nov.14, 2025 at St. Rapha-
el's Church; burial in St. Patrick's 
Cemetery, Chateaugay. 

Hogansburg - Lisa M. Gray, 62; 
Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 15, 
2025 at St. Regis Church; burial in 
Kateri Cemetery. 

Hogansburg - Catherine C. 
(Knopp) Lazore, 74; Mass of 
Christian Burial Nov. 12, 2025 at 
St. Regis Church. 

Lake Placid - Linda A. (Hos-
ler) Planty, 72; Mass of Christian 
Burial Nov. 14, 2025 at St. Agnes 
Church; burial in North Elba (em-
etery. 

Lyon Mountain - Alan D. Da-
vies, 80; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 12, 2025 at St. Bernard's 
Church. 

Lyon Mountain - Kathleen 
(Wilson) Scott, 91; Memorial 
Mass in spring; burial in St. Ber­
nard's Cemetery. 

Malone - Berenice R. (Monique) 
Carr, 89; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 14, 2025 at Notre Dame 
Church; burial in St. Patrick's 
Cemetery, Chateaugay. 

Massena - Jean Marie (Romeo) 
Bronchetti, 83; Mass of Christian 
Burial Nov. 17, 2025 at St. Mary's 
Church. 

Mooers Forks - Denise Rose-
mary (Tarte) Sample, 79; Mass 
of Christian Burial Nov. 18, 2025 
at St. Ann's Church; burial in St. 
Ann's Cemetery. 

Mooers Forks - Larry Wolff, 92; 
Mass of Christian Burial Nov. 15, 
202 at St. Ann's Church; burial in 
parish cemetery. 

Norwood - Joan Anne (Peter-
son) Reagan, 85; Mass of Chris-
tian Burial Nov. 13, 2025 at St. 
Andrew's Church. 

Ogdensburg - Gary P. Gagnon, 
79; Funeral Services Nov.10,2025 
at Frary Funeral Home; burial in 
Oswegatchie Mausoleum. 

Plattsburgh - Bonnie (McGee) 
Katz, 79; Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 7, 2025 at Our Lady ofVicto-
ry Church. 

Plattsburgh - Juanita "Marie" 
(Hendrie) Spooner, 76; Mass of 
Christian Burial Nov. 18, 2025 at 
St. Peter's Church; burial in St. Pe-
ter's Cemetery. 

Potsdam - Mary D. (Morgan) 
La Brake, 92; Funeral Services Nov. 
14, 2025 at Donaldson-Seymour 
Funeral Home; burial in Riverside 
Cemetery, Norwood. 

Redford - Ronald J. Lauten-
schuetz, 92; Mass of Christian 

Burial Nov. 13, 2025 at Church of 
the Assumption; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

Rouses Point - Shirely (Leg-
nard) Bechard, 96; Mass of Chris-
tian Burial Nov.8,2025 at St.Pat-
rick's Church; burial in St. Patrick's 
Cemetery. 

Rouses Point - Kevin Rooney 
Gowett, 68 Mass of Christian 
Burial Nov. 13, 2025 at St. Pat-
rick's Church; burial in parish 
cemetery. 

Ticonderoga - Courtney Rita 
Rowe,35;Mass of Christian Burial 
Nov. 7, 2025 at St. Mary's Church; 
burial in St. Patrick's Cemetery, 
Moriah. 

Tupper Lake - Gail Marie 
(Gensel) Carmichael, 74; Mass of 
Christian Burial Nov. 7,2025 at St. 
Alphonsus Church; burial in Gale 
Cemetery, Ch ildwold. 

Tupper Lake - Barbara Ann Ya-
worski Kavey, 94; Mass of Chris-
tian Burial Nov. 21 , 2025 at St. 
Alphonsus church; burial in Holy 
Name Cemetery. 

Watertown - Richard Fezing-
ton Curtis, 92; Funeral Services 
Nov. 17, 2025 at Cummings Fu-
neral Service, Inc.; burial in Glen-
wood Cemetery. 

Watertown - Agnes J. "Aggie" 
(Crescenzi) Zaremba, 89; Mass of 
Christian Burial Nov. 9,2025 at St. 
Anthony's Church; burial in Glen-
wood Cemetery. 

North Country Catholic has Green option 
Our E-paper is now easier to read online. You can receive your North Country Clltholic in 

your e-mail rather than in the mail. Fill in your information and send this form to: 

O r1ease switch my current NCC subscription to E-mail PO llox 326 
Name_______________ Ogdensburg, 

Address _____________ _ 
NY 13669 
on Ca ll 

City ________ State_ Zip____ Christine at 
315-608-7556 

E-mail_______________ to make the 

change 
L------- ----- ------ -- -- ----- --- -- ------ -------------
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Gender surgeries banned at Catholic hospitals 
By Daniel Payne 
Catholic News Agency 

Catholic hospitals in 
the United States are ex­
plicitly forbidden from 
carrying out transgen­
der-related surgeries on 
individuals who believe 
themselves to be the 
opposite sex, the U.S. 
bishops said this week. 

The prelates, gath­
ered at the plenary of 
the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (US-

CCB) in Baltimore, vot­
ed on Nov. 12 to direct 
hospitals to "preserve 
the integrity of the hu­
man body" when treat­
ing individuals with 
gender dysphoria. 

Such individuals often 
seek surgery to make 
their bodies conform 
to that of the opposite 
sex. But in updated 
guidance, the bishops 
said that while Catholic 
health care providers 
must employ "all ap-

propriate resources" to 
mitigate the suffering 
of such patients, they 
can use "only those 
means that respect the 
fundamental order of 
the human body." 

The new rule makes 
into explicit USCCB pol­
icy what the bishops 
expressed in a doctrinal 
note in 2023 when they 
said Catholic providers 
must not take part in 
procedures that "aim 
to transform the sexual 

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 

WORKING ON THE MARGINS 
e Catholic Church has always taught us, through the 

words of Sacred Scripture and the witness of saints 
I ke Francis of Assis i, that the natu ra l wo rld is crea ted 

by God, chat it is good, and chat humans have a special duty 
co care for creat ion so char it benefits not only themselves 
but also future generations. Today we live in a time where 
pollut ion, climate change, and poor agricultura l pract ices 
harm creation and place us all in danger. 

In 2015, Pope Francis responded to this environmen~ 
cal cris is by issuing the encyclical Laudaw Si' (On Care for 
Our Common Home), in which he emphasizes the connec, 
tion be tween humanity and nature and calls for "the whole 
human family together to seek a sustainable and integral 
development" (no. 13). 

This spirit of cooperation, sustainability, and human 
dignity an imates the work of organizations like La Cosecha 
Community Supported Agriculture, a cooperative farm 
network in Albuquerque, New Mexico, which makes 

2023GRANTS 
Category 

• Community 
Development 
Grants 

• Economic 
Development 
Grants 

• Technical 
Assistance 
Grants 

Total 

Dollars 

$5,229,000 

Sl ,830,000 

$289,250 

S7.348.250 

Numberof 
Grants 

100 

34 

10 

144 

locally grown, sustainable, and nutritious foods ava ilable 
to low,income people. With support from the Catholic 
Campaign for Human Development (CCHD), La Cosecha 
has expanded its outreach beyond A lbuquerque to 11 rural 
New Mexico counties , increased year,round accessibility to 

healthy produce and other food products, and obtained a 
US Department of Agriculture Good Agricultu ral Practices 
food,safety cert ificat ion for its cooperative farm partners. 

CCHD,funded organizat ions show how we can care 
for the environment, address the needs of the poor, and 
support responsible and sustainable local businesses at the 
same time. When you participate in the CCHD collect ion, 
you help not only ocher communities but also your own, 
because 25% of your contribution remains in your diocese 
to create local solu tions to poverty. 

To learn more about the collection for the CCHD and 
the way CCHD upholds the moral and social teachings of 
the Catholic Church , visit www.usccb.orgkchd . 

2023 EXPENSES 
Category Dollars Percent 

• Grantsand 
Donations $15,603,370 83.45% 

• Allocations-Internal 
Grants• $2,582,765 13.81% 

• Promotions and 
Fund raising 
Expenses S456,640 2.44% . Program Costs $54, 128 0.29% 

Total Expenses $18,696,903 

Total Expenses 
Excluding Internal Grants $16,114,138 

Total Grants and 
Donations Including 
Internal Grants S18,186,135 

•In1ernalgrantsiridudeadistributionfromtheCCHDcollectionforCCHDoperationsandfortheeducationand 
outreachprogramoltlleOfficeofJustice,Peace,andHumanDevelopmentoftheUnitedStatesConferenceol 
CatholicBishops,whichengagesCatholicsinourlaith•lilledcalltoaddresstherootcausesolpoVErty. 

LEARN about chose living in poverty who are working to improve their communities. • ACT and 

spread the word about poverty by sharing ch is flier. • CONNECT with the work ofCCHD by supporting 

the collection. • PRAY for those who benefit from this co llection. 

,s'~~. Office of National Co_"ections 

§<:,~ ~ ~ 3211. Fourth Street ~E • Washington, DC 20017-1 :94 • 202-S41-3346 • ~ -usccb.org/c~hd • ~-~o-vertyuso.org 

:i:,,;:;;ic,,':f Copynght e 2024, United States Conference of Ca1holic Bishops. Washington. DC.All nghts reserved. Photos: Sus tamable Farming Association. Jessican Swan 
forAgri•Cultura(ooperativeNetwork .d0200.d25 

Special Collection to be held with Black and Indian Mission Nov. 22-23, 2025 
Combined Collection 

characteristics of a hu­
man body into those of 
the opposite sex." 

The revised direc­
tives were hailed by the 
Catholic Health Associ­
ation, which in a Nov. 
12 statement said that 
the rules "reaffirm the 
Church's teaching on 
the dignity of all per­
sons and their right to 
life from conception to 
natural death." 

The revisions "clarify 
and affirm current clin­
ical practices" and "are 
consistent with Catho­
lic health care practice 
that does not allow for 
medical interventions 
that alter sexual charac­
teristics absent an un­
derlying condition," the 
group said. 

The organization said 
Catholic health care 
providers would con­
tinue to treat those who 
identify as transgender 
"with dignity and re­
spect." 

In their guidelines the 
bishops noted that it 
can be "morally permis­
sible" to "remove or to 
suppress the function 
of one part of the body 
for the sake of the body 
as a whole," though 
only in very limited cir­
cumstances, such as 
when a body part is dis­
eased. 

In forbidding medi­
cal practices that "aim 
to transform sexual 
characteristics of a hu­
man body into those of 
the opposite sex," the 
bishops cited the Vat-

ican's 2024 document 
Dignitas Infinita, which 
in part disallows "all 
attempts to obscure 
reference to the inelim­
inable sexual difference 
between man and wom­
an." 

The USCCB's guidance 
comes several months 
after the Trump ad­
ministration moved to 
prohibit transgender 
procedures performed 
on children at U.S. hos­
pitals. 

Multiple U.S. hospitals 
earlier this year ended 
their child transgender 
programs under pres­
sure from the Trump 
administration. One 
watchdog group de­
termined that doctors 
in the U.S. performed 
around 14,000 "gender 
transitions" on under­
age children between 
2019 and 2023. 

In January, President 
Donald Trump signed 
an executive order to 
prohibit hospitals that 
receive Medicare and 
Medicaid reimburse­
ments from performing 
transgender operations 
or providing transgen­
der drugs to anyone un­
der the age of 19. 

An EWTN News analy­
sis in 2024, meanwhile, 
showed that nearly 
150 Catholic hospitals 
across the United States 
provided children with 
transgender drugs or 
performed gender-tran­
sition surgeries on 
them between 2019 and 
2023. 
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